Effects of creatine and β-guanidinopropionic acid and alterations in creatine transporter and creatine kinases expression in acute seizure and chronic epilepsy models by Kim, Dae Won et al.
RESEARCH ARTICLE Open Access
Effects of creatine and b-guanidinopropionic acid
and alterations in creatine transporter and
creatine kinases expression in acute seizure and
chronic epilepsy models
Dae Won Kim
1,3†, Seong-Il Yeo
2,3†, Hea Jin Ryu
2,3, Ji-Eun Kim
2,3, Hong-Ki Song
3,4, Oh-Shin Kwon
5,
Soo Young Choi
1,3*, Tae-Cheon Kang
2,3*
Abstract
Background: In order to confirm the roles of creatine (Cr) in epilepsy, we investigated the anti-convulsive effects
of Cr, creatine transporter (CRT) and creatine kinases (CKs) against chemical-induced acute seizure activity and
chronic epileptic seizure activity.
Results: Two hr after pilocarpine (PILO)-seizure induction, ubiquitous mitochondrial CK (uMtCK) immunoreactivity
was unaltered as compared to control level. However, brain-type cytoplasm CK (BCK) immunoreactivity was
decreased to 70% of control level. CRT immunoreactivity was decreased to 60% of control level. Following Cr or
Tat-CK treatment, uMtCK or CRT immunoreactivity was unaffected, while BCK immunoreactivity in Cr treated group
was increased to 3.6-fold of control levels. b-Guanidinopropionic acid (GPA, a competitive CRT inhibitor) reduced
BCK and CRT expression. In addition, Cr and tat-BCK treatment delayed the beginning of seizure activity after PILO
injection. However, GPA treatment induced spontaneous seizure activity without PILO treatment. In chronic
epilepsy rats, both uMtCK and CRT immunoreactivities were reduced in the hippocampus. In contrast, BCK
immunoreactivity was similar to that observed in control animals. Cr-, GPA and tat-BCK treatment could not
change EEG.
Conclusion: Cr/CK circuit may play an important role in sustaining or exacerbating acute seizure activity, but not
chronic epileptic discharge.
Background
Maintenance of energy homeostasis in the brain requires a
distinct molecular circuitry which provides tight coupling
between energy consumption and production during the
performance of sensory, motor and cognitive processes
[1,2]. It is generally assumed that most energy required in
the nervous system is provided in the form of adenosine
triphosphate (ATP) by mitochondria [3]. ATP production
by glycolysis in glia [4] and neurons has been recognized
as an alternative source of energy [5,6]. Furthermore, local
ATP/ADP ratios and proper distribution of metabolic
energy are maintained by catalyzed exchange of high-
energy phosphoryls between g-ATP and phosphocreatine
(PCr) or b-adenosine diphosphate (b-ADP) [7,8].
The brain is a main target in infants with creatine (Cr)-
deficiency syndrome; the patients exhibit delayed psycho-
motor development, hypotonia, seizure and myelination
delay [9-13]. Cr biosynthesis involves tow sequential
steps catalyzed by L-arginine:glycine amidiontransferase
(AGAT) and S-adenosylmethionine:guanidinoacetate N-
methyltransferase (GAMT). Cr is mainly synthesized in
the liver and pancreas [14], and continuously transported
to the brain via creatine transporter (CRT) across the
blood-brain barrier [15]. Cr is also synthesized in the
brain [16]. Astrocytes have been shown to synthesize
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any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.creatine from glycine added to culture media [17]. Phos-
phate transfer reaction between Cr and PCr is reversibly
catalyzed by creatine kinases (CKs) present in the mito-
chondria and cytoplasm [18]. Four CK isozymes have
been identified, ubiquitous mitochondrial CK (uMtCK),
sarcomeric mitochondrial CK, brain-type cytoplasm CK
(BCK) and muscle-type cytoplasmic CK [14]. In the
brain, uMtCK and BCK are expressed. CK reaction
(MgATP2
- +C r↔ MgADP
- +P C r 2
- +H
+) plays an
important role in regulation of PCr tissue level upon phy-
siological stimulation [19]. Thus, CKs have an energy
protective role in the brain. Cr feeding increases survival
under experimentally stressed, hypoxic/ischemic condi-
tions [20,21]. Furthermore, PCr/Cr loading has been
demonstrated by showing beneficial effects of Cr-feeding
in children with inborn errors in Cr transport [22].
On the other hand, ATP metabolic rates in cerebral
hemisphere, including cerebral blood flow as well as ana-
bolic and aerobic glycolysis increase two to three times
during seizures [21]. It has been also reported that seizure
decreases total glycogen level to 60%, and increases lactate
to more than sevenfold as compared to pre-ictal condition
[23]. However, the levels of ATP and glucose did not
change [23] and energy homeostasis was maintained [24].
Thus, seizures seem to provoke coupling of CK activity
rather than glucose and oxygen consumption. However,
the roles of CK in seizure activity are still controversial.
Pentylenetetrazol (PTZ)-induced seizure activity increases
local cerebral glucose utilization [25], a higher CK rate
constant and a high ATP turnover [26]. However, BCK
knockout (KO) mice have showed significantly more myo-
clonic jerks, while slower chemically induced seizure
development [27]. Furthermore, Eraković et al. [28] have
also reported that lithium-pilocarpine-induced status
epilepticus does not influence CK activity. Therefore, the
present study was undertaken to evaluate the potential
anti-convulsive effects of Cr, creatine transporter and crea-
tine kinases against in chemical-induced acute seizure
activity and chronic epileptic seizure activity
Methods
Experimental animals and chemicals
This study utilized the progeny of Sprague-Dawley (SD)
rats (male, 9 weeks old) obtained from Experimental
Animal Center, Hallym University, Chunchon, South
Korea. The animals were provided with a commercial
diet and water ad libitum under controlled temperature,
humidity and lighting conditions (22 ± 2°C, 55 ± 5%
and a 12:12 light/dark cycle with lights). The procedures
involving animals and their care were conducted in con-
formity with the institutional guidelines and in compli-
ance with international laws and policies (NIH Guide
for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, NIH
Publication No. 80-23, 1996). All reagents were obtained
from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, MO), except as noted.
Drug treatment
Animals were injected intraperitoneally with saline, Cr
(200 mg/kg, I.P.) or b-guanidinopropionic acid (GPA, a
competitive creatine transporter inhibitor, 400 mg/kg,
I.P.) once in everyday at 7 days before experimental pro-
cedures [29-32]. The dosage of drugs was chosen based
on the preliminary study.
Construction and purification of Tat-BCK fusion proteins
To generate a cell-permeable expression vector, Tat-
BCK, and CK cDNA was subcloned into the pET-15b
plasmid that had been reconstructed to contain the Tat
peptide. The Tat-BCK expression vector thus formed
contained consecutive cDNA sequences encoding BCK,
HIV-1 Tat peptide and six histidine residues at the
amino-terminus. We also constructed the BCK expres-
sion vector to produce control BCK protein without Tat
transduction peptides (data not shown). Following the
induction of expression, the Tat-BCK fusion proteins
were purified. The fusion proteins were expressed in
E. coli and the clarified cell extracts were loaded onto a
Ni
2+-nitrilotriacetic acid sepharose affinity column.
Fusion protein containing fractions was combined and
salts were removed using a PD10 column [33].
Western blot analysis
To evaluate efficiency of Tat-BCK transduction, animals
were injected intraperitoneally Tat-protein, BCK or Tat-
BCK (15 mg/kg, n = 3, respectively). One hr after injec-
tion, animals were used in Western blot study. After sacri-
fice and removal of hippocampi, the tissues were
homogenized in 50 mM HEPES (pH 7.4), 0.1 mM EGTA
(pH 8.0), 0.2% NP-40, 10 mM EDTA (pH 8.0), 15 mM
sodium pyrophosphate, 100 mM h-glycerophosphate, 50
mM NaF, 150 mM NaCl, 2 mM sodium orthovanadate, 1
mM PMSF, and 1 mM DTT. After centrifugation at
15,000 g, the protein concentration was determined in the
supernatants by using the Micro BCA protein assay kit
with bovine serum albumin as the standard (Pierce Che-
mical, Rockford, IL, USA). Aliquots containing 50 μg total
proteins were boiled in loading buffer containing 150 mM
Tris (pH 6.8), 3 mM DTT, 6% SDS, 0.3% bromophenol
blue, and 30% glycerol. Then, each aliquot was loaded
onto a 12% polyacrylamide gel. After electrophoresis, the
gels were transferred onto nitrocellulose transfer mem-
branes (Schleicher and Schuell, Keene, NH, USA). The
membrane was blocked in 5% nonfat milk in Tris-buffered
saline (TBS; 20 mM Tris, 0.2 M NaCl, pH 7.5) containing
0.05% tween-20 (TBST) for 2 h and was then incubated
for 1 h at room temperature with anti-histidine antibody
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1 h with a proper secondary antibody conjugated to horse-
radish peroxidase diluted 1:10000 in TBST. The mem-
brane was incubated with a chemiluminescent substrate
and exposed to Hyperfilm ECL (Amersham Biosciences,
Piscataway, NJ, USA) [34-36]. As the results, histidine
immunoband was detected in the Tat-BCK injected ani-
mals (Figure 1B).
Acute seizure and chronic epilepsy model
Rats were treated with pilocarpine (PILO, 380 mg/kg, i.p.)
at 20 min after methylscopolamine (5 mg/kg, i.p.) and
were placed in individual observation chambers where sei-
zure activity was scored according to the system of Racine
[37]. Animals that entered SE typically did so within 10 to
30 min of the administration of PILO and exhibited con-
tinuous seizure activity of between 2 and 5 on the Racine
scale. For acute seizure models, animals were anesthetized
(urethane, 1.5 g/kg, I.P.) and perfused via the ascending
aorta with 200 ml of 4% paraformaldehyde in phosphate
buffer (see tissue processing and immunohistochemistry)
at 2 hr after PILO injection (N = 5, respectively). For
chronic epilepsy model, diazepam (10 mg/kg, i.p.) was
administered 2 hrs after onset of SE and repeated, as
needed. Following SE, animals were observed 3 - 4 hrs a
day in the vivarium for general behavior and occurrence of
spontaneous seizures for 4 weeks. The onset of sponta-
neous seizure occurrence was approximately 3 - 4 weeks
after SE (n = 5, respectively). Spontaneous seizures were
scored grade 3 or greater on the Racine [37] scale (i.e.,
forelimb clonus ± rearing ± falling). These behavioral
results were consistent with our previous studies [38,39].
Control animals were treated as for experimental animals,
but received saline in place of PILO. In addition, 30 min
before PILO treatment, diazepam (10 mg/kg, i.p.) was
given to some animals. Diazepam pretreatment completely
prevented SE. The PILO or saline treatment was per-
formed in the same day. Age matched rats were used as
controls. Data from every group of control animals were
pooled because there was no difference between groups.
Electrophysiology
Rats were anesthetized (urethane, 1.5 g/kg, I.P.) and
placed in a stereotaxic frame. Holes were drilled through
the skull to introduce electrodes. The coordinates (in
mm) were as follows. For the recording electrode (to the
dentate gyrus): - 3.8 anterior-posterior, 2.5 lateral to
bregma, 2.9 depth, at a right angle to the skull surface.
For the stimulating electrode (to the angular bundle):
4.2 lateral to lambda, 3.0 depth. Stainless steel electrode
(Plastics One Inc, USA) was used for recording. The
reference electrode was placed in the posterior cranium
over the cerebellum. Signals were recorded with DAM
80 differential amplifier (0.1-3000 Hz bandpass, World
Precision Instruments, USA) and data were digitized
(20 kHz) and analyzed on MacChart 5 (AD Instruments,
Australia). After establishing a stable baseline for at least
30 min, PILO (380 mg/kg, I.P.) were given at 20 min
after methylscopolamine (5 mg/kg, i.p.), and observed
the latency (n = 5, respectively). Some animals were
injected intraperitoneally with tat-BCK or tat-protein
(15 mg/kg, I.P., respectively, n = 5, respectively) after
baseline recording. The dosage of tat-BCK was chosen
based on the preliminary study. Thirty min after admin-
istration, PILO (380 mg/kg, I.P.) were given at 20 min
after methylscopolamine (5 mg/kg, i.p.), and observed
the latency. The latency was determined as seconds
f r o mt h eP I L Oi n j e c t i o nt i m ep o i n tt ot h et i m ep o i n t
showing the first seizure activity [40]. The same method
was applied to chronic epilepsy rats without PILO and
methylscopolamine treatments. To analyze changes in
EEG power value in chronic epilepsy, root mean square
(RMS) value was measured during the baseline and
post-tat-BCK treatment measurements.
Tissue processing and immunohistochemistry
Animals were anesthetized (urethane, 1.5 g/kg, I.P.) and
perfused via the ascending aorta with 200 ml of 4% par-
aformaldehyde in phosphate buffer. Control animals
were also perfused with the same method. The brains
were removed, postfixed in the same fixative for 4 h,
and rinsed in PB-containing 30% sucrose at 4°C for 2
days. Thereafter, the tissues were frozen and sectioned
with a cryostat at 30 μm, and consecutive sections were
collected in six-well plates containing phosphate buf-
fered saline (PBS). These free-floating sections were first
incubated with 10% normal horse serum for 30 min at
room temperature. They were then incubated in the
rabbit anti-BCK(Santa Cruz, USA, diluted 1:200),
uMtCK (Santa Cruz, USA, diluted 1:200) or CRT
(Abcam, UK, diluted 1:200) in PBS containing 0.3% tri-
ton X-100 and 2% normal chicken serum overnight at
room temperature. After washing three times for
10 min with PBS, sections were incubated sequentially,
in secondary antibody and ABC complex (Vector, USA),
diluted 1:200 in the same solution as the primary anti-
serum. Between the incubations, the tissues were
washed with PBS three times for 10 min each. The sec-
tions were visualized with 3,3’-diaminobenzidine (DAB)
in 0.1 M Tris buffer and mounted on the gelatin-coated
slides. The immunoreactions were observed under the
Axioscope microscope (Carl Zeiss, Germany). For dou-
ble immunofluorescent study, sections were then incu-
bated in a mixture of rabbit anti-BCK(Santa Cruz, USA,
diluted 1:100) or CRT (Abcam, UK, diluted 1:100)/
mouse anti-GFAP IgG (Chemicon, USA, diluted 1:4 k)
in PBS containing 0.3% triton X-100 overnight at room
temperature. After washing three times for 10 minutes
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Page 3 of 12Figure 1 Changes in uMtCK (A, B), BCK (C, D) and CRT (E, F) immunoreactivity in the rat hippocampus at 2 hr after PILO injection: (A,
C, E) saline-treated animal; (B, D, F) PILO-treated animal. uMtCK immunoreactivity is unaffected by PILO-induce seizure activity. However,
both BCK and CRT immunoreactivities are markedly reduced in the rat hippocampus at 2 hr after PILO injection. Rectangles in panels 1 indicate
the regions of panels 2 and 3. Bar = 200 (panel 1) and 25 (panels 2-4) μm.
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FITC- and Cy3-conjugated secondary antiserum (1:250,
Amersham, USA) for 2 hr at room temperature. The
sections were washed three times for 10 min with PBS,
and mounted on gelatin-coated slides. For nuclei coun-
terstaining, we used Vectashield mounting medium with
DAPI (Vector, USA). All images were captured using an
Axiocam HRc camera and Axio Vision 3.1 software. To
establish the specificity of the immunostaining, a nega-
tive control test was carried out with preimmune serum
instead of primary antibody. The negative control
resulted in the absence of immunoreactivity in any
structures. All experiment procedures in this study were
performed under the same circumstance and in parallel.
Quantification of data and statistical analysis
Sections (5 sections per each animal) were viewed
through a microscope connected via a CCD camera to a
PC monitor. For quantification of immunohistochemical
data, images of each section (including the molecular
layer and the granule cell layer of the DG) on the moni-
tor were captured. The mean gray value and its standard
deviation were obtained from the selected images in
Adobe Photoshop 8.0. Each image was normalized by
assessing the mean gray value. After regions (CA1, 3
pyramidal cell layers and dentate granule cell layer)
were outlined, 10 areas per rat (300 μm
2/area) were
then selected from the hippocampus, and this area was
used for analysis. The images were analyzed by convert-
ing all immunolabeled elements that fall within a
threshold range into pure black pixels, and the rest of
the image is converted into pure white pixels. Then per-
centage of pure black and white pixels was calculated.
After this, the integral signal intensity values were
divided by the corresponding area (300 μm
2), and the
average of optical density was calculated. Values of
background staining were obtained from the corpus cal-
losum. Optical density values obtaining from immuno-
histochemistry were corrected by subtracting the
average values of background noise obtained from five
image inputs. The optical density was then standardized
by setting the threshold levels. Intensity measurements
were represented as the mean number of a 256 gray
scale (using NIH Image 1.59 software). All data were
analyzed using Student t-test or one-way analysis of var-
iance (ANOVA) test to determine statistical significance.
Bonferroni’s test was used for post hoc comparisons.
The statistical tests relied on comparison of each time
point to a pool of all time points from saline-treated
controls (because there was no difference between these
control time points). All values were expressed as mean
± SEM. A P-value below either 0.01 or 0.05 was consid-
ered statistically significant [34-36].
Results
The effects of PILO-induced seizure activity on CK and
CRT expressions in the rat hippocampus
In saline-treated animals, uMtCK immunoreactivity was
observed in CA1-3 pyramidal cells, dentate granule cells
and hilar neurons (Figures 1A). One day after SE, uMtCK
immunoreactivity was unaltered as compared to control
level (Figures 1B). In saline-treated animals, BCK immu-
noreactivity was noticeably absent in pyramidal cells and
dentate granule cells, while its immunoreactivity was
obviously detected in some glial component and in a small
subpopulation of hilar neurons (Figures 1C). Double
immunofluorescent study revealed that BCK positive glial
component was astrocytes (data not shown). One day after
SE, BCK immunoreactivity in astrocytes was decreased to
70% of control level (P < 0.01 vs. control, Figures 1D). In
saline-treated animals, CRT immunoreactivity was mainly
observed in dentate granule cells, hilar neurons and CA3
pyramidal cells (Figures 1E). One day after SE, CRT
immunoreactivity in dentate granule cells and CA3 pyra-
midal cells was decreased to 76 and 52% of control level,
respectively (P < 0.05 vs. control, Figures 1F).
The effects of Cr, GPA and tat-BCK on CK and CRT
expressions in the rat hippocampus
uMtCK immunoreactivity was unaffected by Cr, GPA or
tat-BCK treatment, as compared to saline or tat-protein
treatment (Figures 2A-D). As compared to controls
(Figures 3A), BCK immunoreactivity in Cr treated group
was increased to 3.6-fold of control levels (Figures 3B,
P < 0.01). However, BCK immunoreactivity in GPA trea-
ted animals was noticeably absent in the hippocampus
(Figures 3C, P < 0.01). Similar to Cr treated animals,
tat-BCK treatment enhanced BCK immunoreactivity in
astrocytes to 2.6 fold of control levels (Figures 3D, P <
0.05). In addition, a few granule cells and interneurons
showed BCK immunoreactivity following tat-BCK treat-
ment (Figures 3D). CRT immunoreactivity was unaf-
fected by Cr or tat-BCK treatment, as compared to saline
or Tat-protein treatment (data not shown). However,
CRT immunoreactivity in GPA treated animals
was noticeably absent in the hippocampus (Figures 3E,
P < 0.01).
The effects of Cr, GPA and tat-BCK on PILO-induced
seizure activity in the rat hippocampus
In control (saline-treated) animals, PILO induces epilep-
tiform discharges at 598 s after PILO injection (I.P.).
Tat-protein treatment could not affect PILO-induced
seizure activity (data not shown). However, Cr and tat-
BCK treatment delays the beginning of epileptiform dis-
charges up to 1236 s or 1598 s after PILO injection,
respectively (P < 0.05). Thus, Cr and Tat-BCK treatment
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compared with controls, respectively. GPA treatment
induced spontaneous seizure activity without PILO
treatment (Figures 4).
CK and CRT expressions in the hippocampus of chronic
epilepsy rat
In chronic epilepsy rats, uMtCK immunoreactivity was
markedly reduced in CA1-3 pyramidal cells and hilar
neurons due to massive neuronal loss (Figures 5A). In
contrast, BCK immunoreactivity was similar to that
observed in control animals (Figures 5B). Similar to
uMtCK, CRT immunoreactivity was markedly reduced
in CA3 pyramidal cells (Figures 5C). In contrast to non-
SE induce animals (Figures 5D), CRT immunoreactivity
was detected in reactive astrocytes within the stratum
radiatum of the CA1 subfields (Figures 5E).
The effects of Cr, GPA and Tat-BCK on chronic seizure
activity
In chronic epilepsy rats, spontaneous synchronized spik-
ing was detected in EEG, and long-lasting ictal dis-
charges were observed intermittently and irregularly at
least once over the 10 min recording periods. Saline-
and tat-protein treatment could not affect EEG. In addi-
tion, Cr-, GPA and tat-BCK treatment could not change
EEG patterns (Figures 6) or RMS values (data not
shown).
Discussion
Although multiple CK isoforms are expressed in brain
[41-44], little is known regarding the localization of
these isoforms of the functional role for CK in brain.
Indeed, it has been reported that expressions of CKs in
the brain are detected in astrocytes [45], in neurons and
Figure 2 The effect of Tat-protein (A), Cr (B), GPA (C) or Tat-BCK (D) treatment on uMtCK immunoreactivity in the rat hippocampus.
uMtCK immunoreactivity is unaltered after Tat-protein, Cr, GPA or Tat-BCK treatment. Rectangles in panels 1 indicate the regions of panels 2 and
3. Bar = 200 (panel 1) and 25 (panels 2-4) μm.
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Page 6 of 12astrocytes [46], and in nuclei of glial cells [47]. In the
present study, uMtCK immunoreactivity was observed
in CA1-3 pyramidal cells, dentate granule cells and hilar
neurons. In contrast, astrocytes and a small subpopula-
tion of hilar neurons showed BCK immunoreactivity. In
addition, CRT immunoreactivity was observed in den-
tate granule cells and CA3 pyramidal cells. These find-
ings are agreement with a previous study demonstrating
the localization of CKs and CRT in the rat hippocampus
[48,49].
Seizure activity is one of the acute high-energy
demand situations showing an increase in local cerebral
glucose utilization [25], a higher CK rate constant and a
high ATP turnover [26]. Therefore, Cr and CKs would
play a role in providing a large amount of energy to be
required for seizure progression. In the present study,
Figure 3 The effect of Tat-protein (A), Cr (B), GPA (C, E) or Tat-BCK (D) treatment on BCK (A-D) or CRT (E) immunoreactivity in the rat
hippocampus. As compared to controls, Cr or Tat-BCK treatment increased BCK immunoreactivity in the rat hippocampus. GPA treatment
reduced BCK and CRT immunoreactivity in ther at hippocampus. Rectangles in panels 1 indicate the regions of panels 2 and 3. Bar = 200 (panel
1) and 25 (panels 2-4) μm.
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lowing acute seizure, while uMtCK immunoreactivity
was unaltered. Considering a slower chemically induced
seizure development in BCK KO mice [27], these find-
ings are simply indicated that reduced BCK immunor-
eactivity would be a compensatory response for seizure
activity. However, the present study showed that BCK
expression was mainly detected in hilar interneurons,
which are vulnerable to seizure-induced insults [38]. It
has been reported that PILO injection induces astroglial
degeneration in the molecular layer of the dentate gyrus
[34,35,50]. Furthermore, these alterations are accompa-
nied by neuronal excitability [38,50]. Therefore, our
findings reveal that reduced BCK immunoreactivity
induced by PILO may result in dysfunction of hilar
interneurons and astrocyte, or at least indicate decreases
in their activity. The fast-spiking capability play a role in
the responsiveness of inhibitory neurons [51-56]. There-
fore, it is conceivable that reduced BCK expression/
activity may result in a loss of fast-firing capability to
allow the development of uncontrolled discharges.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that astroglial activity can
change electrophysiological properties in a synaptic
transmission independent manner: enhanced astroglial
glutamate release, reduced glutamate reuptake, reduc-
tions of glutamine synthase and glutamate dehydrogen-
ase, and impaired K
+ buffering in response to seizure
activity [38,57-60]. Taken together, these reports led us
to speculate on a possible enhanced seizure activity
induced by reduced BCK expression/activity in hilar
interneurons and astrocytes. In the present study, indeed
Cr or tat-BCK treatment reduced PILO-induced acute
seizure susceptibility. In addition, GPA treatment
induced epileptiform discharges without PILO applica-
tion. With respect to suppressing seizure activity and
increasing neuronal survival by Cr (Cr-like compound)
feeding [20,21], our findings suggest that reduced BCK
immunoreactivity may be a practical cause of abnormal
discharge rather than an indicative of a compensatory
consequence of seizure activity, and that maintenance of
Cr-PCr/CK circuit by BCK may play an important role
in increasing acute/initial seizure threshold.
In the present study, uMtCK immunoreactivity was
markedly reduced in CA1-3 pyramidal cells and hilar
Figure 4 The effect of saline (A), GPA (B), Tat-BCK (C) or Cr (D) on latency of PILO-induced seizures. (A-D) Representative field potential
recordings. (E) The histograms of pooled data showing the latency of PILO-induced seizures. GPA treatment induces spontaneous seizure activity
without PILO injection. Significant differences from the controls, *P < 0.05 (paired Student’s t-test).
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immunoreactivity was similar to that observed in control
animals. Furthermore, Cr-, GPA and tat-BCK treatment
could not change EEG patterns or RMS values. Vielha-
ber et al. [61] reported that Cr feeding has deleterious
effects on pyramidal cell survival in the PILO model of
temporal lobe epilepsy, since mitochondrial enzyme
activities are decreased in epileptic rats and Cr feeding
induces more significant decrease in mitochondrial
enzyme activities. With respect to this previous study,
the present data demonstrating the ineffectiveness of
Cr-, GPA and tat-BCK on EEG in epileptic rats are not
surprising. Although the exact biological mechanism
is unclear, furthermore, the phenomenon may be a
Figure 5 Changes in uMtCK (A), BCK (B) and CRT (C) immunoreactivity in the hippocampus of chronic epilepsy rat.u M t C K
immunoreactivity is markedly reduced in CA1-3 pyramidal cells and hilar neurons due to massive neuronal loss. In contrast, BCK
immunoreactivity is similar to that observed in control animals. CRT immunoreactivity is markedly reduced in CA3 pyramidal cells. However, CRT
immunoreactivity is detected in reactive astrocytes within the hippocampus. Rectangles in panels 1 indicate the regions of panels 2 and 3. Bar =
200 (panel 1) and 25 (panels 2-4) μm. (D-E) Double immunofluoresent staining for GFAP (green) and CRT (red) in the CA1 subfield of non-SE (D)
and chronic epileptic rats (E). Arrows indicate the colocalization of CRT and GFAP immunoreactivity. Bar = 50 μm.
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dative phosphorylation in epileptic hippocampus [61].
Further detailed studies are needed to elucidate the
roles of Cr and its metabolism in spontaneous seizure
activity of chronic epileptic rats.
CRT expresses in neurons and oligodendroglia in phy-
siological condition. Under physiological conditions,
therefore Cr can cross from blood to brain through the
blood-brain barrier (BBB) [15], but with a low perme-
ability [29], partly because astrocytes lining the BBB do
not express CRT [62-64]. However, Acosta et al. [65]
reported the localization of CRT in perivascular astro-
cytes within mouse retina. Furthermore, Braissant et al.
[66] have recently reported that NH4Cl induced CRT
expression in astrocytes, including the swollen astro-
cytes that develop during NH4
+ exposure. Therefore,
they suggested that the Cr level-dependent CNS gene
regulation for CRT depends on the cell types considered
and the pathological state of the brain. Similarly, the
present study revealed that CRT expression was
observed in reactive hypertrophic astrocytes in the hip-
pocampi of epileptic rats, while CRT immunoreactivity
was markedly reduced in CA3 pyramidal cells. There-
fore, our findings support that CRT may express in
astrocytes in pathological condition, although CRT
expression in astrocytes is rarely detected in the brain
under physiological condition. Indeed, the properties of
reactive astrocyte are different from those of naive
astrocyte [34,35,38,50] Taken together with preservation
of BCK expression in reactive astrocytes, our findings
suggest that maintenance of Cr-PCr/CK circuit in reac-
tive astrocytes may be involved in migration, prolifera-
tion and differentiation of reactive astrocytes in
epileptic hippocampus described in previous studies
[34,38,50].
Conclusion
In the present study, uMtCK immunoreactivity was
markedly reduced in the hippocampi of chronic epilepsy
rats as compared to control animals, while BCK immu-
noreactivity was similarly observed as that of controls.
In addition, CRT immunoreactivity was increased in
reactive astrocytes, while its immunoreactivity was sig-
nificantly decreased in neurons. These findings would
be simply interpreted that impaired CRT or CK func-
tions may result in imbalance of Cr-PCr/CK circuit in
chronic epilepsy animals. However, Cr-, GPA and tat-
BCK treatment could not affect EEG patterns in chronic
epilepsy rat. Therefore, our findings suggest that, unlike
acute seizure, Cr-PCr/CK circuit may not play a role in
sustaining or exacerbating spontaneous seizure activity
in the epileptic hippocampus.
Acknowledgements
This work was supported by National Research Foundation of Korea;
Contract grant number: 2010K000808 and 2009-0093812
Figure 6 The effect of saline (A), GPA (B), Tat-BCK (C) or Cr (D) on chronic epileptic seizure activity. Top traces are representative EEG
during baseline recording. Bottom traces are EEG after compound treatment. As compared to baseline, EEG is unaltered after Tat-protein, Cr,
GPA or Tat-BCK treatment.
Kim et al. BMC Neuroscience 2010, 11:141
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2202/11/141
Page 10 of 12Author details
1Department of Biomedical Sciences, College of Life Science, Hallym
University, Chunchon Kangwon-Do 200-702, Republic of Korea.
2Department
of Anatomy and Neurobiology, College of Medicine, Hallym University,
Chunchon, Kangwon-Do 200-702, Republic of Korea.
3Institute of Epilepsy
Research, College of Medicine, Hallym University, Chunchon, Kangwon-Do
200-702, Republic of Korea.
4Department of Neurology, College of Medicine,
Hallym University, Chunchon, Kangwon-Do 200-702, Republic of Korea.
5Department of Biochemistry, College of Natural Science, Kyungpook
National University, Taegu 702-702, Republic of Korea.
Authors’ contributions
DWK and SIY were involved in designing and performing all experiments.
HJR, JEK, HKS, OSK, SYC and TCK helped in drafting the manuscript. HJR and
JEK did immunohistochemistry and electrophysiology, acquisition of data
and analyses. TA, DB, RD’H helped in behavioral studies. HKS helped in
seizure studies. OSK, SYC and TCK provided continuous intellectual input,
evaluation and interpretation of data. SYC and TCK conceived, designed and
coordinated the project, and drafted the manuscript. All authors read and
approved the final manuscript.
Received: 22 July 2010 Accepted: 28 October 2010
Published: 28 October 2010
References
1. Erecińska M, Silver IA: Ions and energy in mammalian brain. Prog
Neurobiol 1994, 43:37-71.
2. Ikonomidou C, Turski L: Neurodegenerative disorders: clues from
glutamate and energy metabolism. Crit Rev Neurobiol 1996, 10:239-263.
3. Wong-Riley MT: Cytochrome oxidase: an endogenous metabolic marker
for neuronal activity. Trends Neurosci 1989, 12:94-101.
4. Tsacopoulos M, Magistretti PJ: Metabolic coupling between glia and
neurons. J Neurosci 1996, 16:877-885.
5. Wu K, Aoki C, Elste A, Rogalski-Wilk AA, Siekevitz P: The synthesis of ATP
by glycolytic enzymes in the postsynaptic density and the effect of
endogenously generated nitric oxide. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 1997,
94:13273-13278.
6. Chih CP, Lipton P, Roberts EL Jr: Do active cerebral neurons really use
lactate rather than glucose? Trends Neurosci 2001, 24:573-578.
7. Bessman SP, Carpenter CL: The creatine-creatine phosphate energy
shuttle. Annu Rev Biochem 1985, 54:831-862.
8. Wyss M, Kaddurah-Daouk R: Creatine and creatinine metabolism. Physiol
Rev 2000, 80:1107-213.
9. Stöckler S, Holzbach U, Hanefeld F, Marquardt I, Helms G, Requart M,
Hänicke W, Frahm J: Creatine deficiency in the brain: a new, treatable
inborn error of metabolism. Pediatr Res 1994, 36:409-413.
10. Schulze A, Hess T, Wevers R, Mayatepek E, Bachert P, Marescau B,
Knopp MV, De Deyn PP, Bremer HJ: Rating D: Creatine deficiency
syndrome caused by guanidinoacetate methyltransferase deficiency:
diagnostic tools for a new inborn error of metabolism. J Pediatr 1997,
131:626-631.
11. Item CB, Stöckler-Ipsiroglu S, Stromberger C, Mühl A, Alessandrì MG,
Bianchi MC, Tosetti M, Fornai F, Cioni G: Arginine:glycine
amidinotransferase deficiency: the third inborn error of creatine
metabolism in humans. Am J Hum Genet 2001, 69:1127-1133.
12. Salomons GS, van Dooren SJ, Verhoeven NM, Cecil KM, Ball WS,
Degrauw TJ, Jakobs C: X-linked creatine-transporter gene (SLC6A8)
defect: a new creatine-deficiency syndrome. Am J Hum Genet 2001,
68:1497-1500.
13. Kahler SG, Fahey MC: Metabolic disorders and mental retardation. Am J
Med Genet C Semin Med Genet 2003, 117C:31-41.
14. Wyss M, Kaddurah-Daouk R: Creatine and creatinine metabolism. Physiol
Rev 2000, 80:1107-1213.
15. Ohtsuki S, Tachikawa M, Takanaga H, Shimizu H, Watanabe M, Hosoya K,
Terasaki T: The blood-brain barrier creatine transporter is a major
pathway for supplying creatine to the brain. J Cereb Blood Flow Metab
2002, 22:1327-1335.
16. Defalco AJ, Davies RK: The synthesis of creatine by the brain of the intact
rat. J Neurochem 1961, 7:308-312.
17. Dringen R, Verleysdonk S, Hamprecht B, Willker W, Leibfritz D, Brand A:
Metabolism of glycine in primary astroglial cells: synthesis of creatine,
serine, and glutathione. J Neurochem 1998, 70:835-840.
18. Kenyon GL, Reed GH: Creatine kinase: structure-activity relationships. Adv
Enzymol Relat Areas Mol Biol 1983, 54:367-426.
19. Dzeja PP, Zeleznikar RJ, Goldberg ND: Adenylate kinase: kinetic behavior
in intact cells indicates it is integral to multiple cellular processes. Mol
Cell Biochem 1998, 184:169-182.
20. Tsuji M, Allred E, Jensen F, Holtzman D: Phosphocreatine and ATP
regulation in the hypoxic developing rat brain. Brain Res Dev Brain Res
1995, 85:192-200.
21. Holtzman D, Togliatti A, Khait I, Jensen F: Creatine increases survival and
suppresses seizures in the hypoxic immature rat. Pediatr Res 1998,
44:410-414.
22. Stöckler S, Hanefeld F, Frahm J: Creatine replacement therapy in
guanidinoacetate methyltransferase deficiency, a novel inborn error of
metabolism. Lancet 1996, 348:789-790.
23. Folbergrová J: Anticonvulsant action of both NMDA and non-NMDA
receptor antagonists against seizures induced by homocysteine in
immature rats. Exp Neurol 1997, 145:442-450.
24. Loubinoux I, Meric P, Borredon J, Correze JL, Gillet B, Beloeil JC, Tiffon B,
Mispelter J, Lhoste JM, Jacques S: Cerebral metabolic changes induced by
MK-801: a 1D (phosphorus and proton) and 2D (proton) in vivo NMR
spectroscopy study. Brain Res 1994, 643:115-124.
25. el Hamdi G, de Vasconcelos AP, Vert P, Nehlig A: An experimental model
of generalized seizures for the measurement of local cerebral glucose
utilization in the immature rat. I. Behavioral characterization and
determination of lumped constant. Brain Res Dev Brain Res 1992,
69:233-242.
26. Holtzman D, Meyers R, O’Gorman E, Khait I, Wallimann T, Allred E, Jensen F:
In vivo brain phosphocreatine and ATP regulation in mice fed a creatine
analog. Am J Physiol 1997, 272:C1567-1577.
27. Jost CR, Van Der Zee CE, In ‘t Zandt HJ, Oerlemans F, Verheij M, Streijger F,
Fransen J, Heerschap A, Cools AR, Wieringa B: Creatine kinase B-driven
energy transfer in the brain is important for habituation and spatial
learning behaviour, mossy fibre field size and determination of seizure
susceptibility. Eur J Neurosci 2002, 15:1692-1706.
28. Eraković V, Zupan G, Varljen J, Laginja J, Simonić A: Lithium plus
pilocarpine induced status epilepticus-biochemical changes. Neurosci Res
2000, 36:157-166.
29. Perasso L, Cupello A, Lunardi GL, Principato C, Gandolfo C, Balestrino M:
Kinetics of creatine in blood and brain after intraperitoneal injection in
the rat. Brain Res 2003, 974:37-42.
30. Zong H, Ren JM, Young LH, Pypaert M, Mu J, Birnbaum MJ, Shulman GI:
AMP kinase is required for mitochondrial biogenesis in skeletal muscle
in response to chronic energy deprivation. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 2002,
99:15983-15987.
31. Chaturvedi RK, Adhihetty P, Shukla S, Hennessy T, Calingasan N, Yang L,
Starkov A, Kiaei M, Cannella M, Sassone J, Ciammola A, Squitieri F, Beal MF:
Impaired PGC-1alpha function in muscle in Huntington’s disease. Hum
Mol Genet 2009, 18:3048-3065.
32. Chaturvedi RK, Calingasan NY, Yang L, Hennessey T, Johri A, Beal MF:
Impairment of PGC-1alpha expression, neuropathology and hepatic
steatosis in a transgenic mouse model of Huntington’s disease following
chronic energy deprivation. Hum Mol Genet 2010, 19:3190-3205.
33. Jeong MS, Kim DW, Lee MJ, Lee YP, Kim SY, Lee SH, Jang SH, Lee KS, Park J,
Kang TC, Cho SW, Kwon OS, Eum WS, Choi SY: HIV-1 Tat-mediated protein
transduction of human brain creatine kinase into PC12 cells. BMB Rep
2008, 41:537-541.
34. Kim JE, Kim DW, Kwak SE, Kwon OS, Choi SY, Kang TC: Potential role of
pyridoxal-5’-phosphate phosphatase/chronopin in epilepsy. Exp Neurol
2008, 211:128-140.
35. Kim JE, Kim DW, Kwak SE, Ryu HJ, Yeo SI, Kwon OS, Choi SY, Kang TC:
Pyridoxal-5’-phosphate phosphatase/chronophin inhibits long-term
potentiation induction in the rat dentate gyrus. Hippocampus 2009,
19:1078-1089.
36. Kwak SE, Kim JE, Kim DW, Kwon OS, Choi SY, Kang TC: Pyridoxine 5’-
phosphate oxidase, not pyridoxal kinase, involves in long-term
potentiation induction in the rat dentate gyrus. Hippocampus 2009,
19:45-56.
Kim et al. BMC Neuroscience 2010, 11:141
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2202/11/141
Page 11 of 1237. Racine R: Modification of seizure activity by electrical stimulation. II.
Motor seizure. Electroencephalogr Clin Neurophysiol 1972, 32:281-284.
38. Kang TC, Kim DS, Kwak SE, Kim JE, Won MH, Kim DW, Choi SY, Kwon OS:
Epileptogenic roles of astroglial death and regeneration in the dentate
gyrus of experimental temporal lobe epilepsy. Glia 2006, 54:258-271.
39. Kwak SE, Kim JE, Kim DS, Won MH, Lee HJ, Choi SY, Kwon OS, Kim JS,
Kang TC: Differential paired-pulse responses between the CA1 region
and the dentate gyrus are related to altered CLC-2 immunoreactivity in
the pilocarpine-induced rat epilepsy model. Brain Res 2006, 1115:162-168.
40. Kang TC, Kang JH, Kim HT, Lee SJ, Choi UK, Kim JE, Kwak SE, Kim DW,
Choi SY, Kwon OS: Anticonvulsant characteristics of pyridoxyl-gamma-
aminobutyrate, PL-GABA. Neuropharmacology 2008, 54:954-964.
41. Jacobs H, Heldt HW, Klingenberg M: High activity of creatine kinase in
mitochondria from muscle and brain and evidence for a separate
mitochondrial isoenzyme of creatine kinase. Biochem Biophys Res
Commun 1964, 16:516-521.
42. Murone I, Ogata K: Studies on creatine kinase of skeletal muscle and
brain with special reference to subcellular distribution and isozymes. J
Biochem 1973, 74:41-48.
43. Jacobus WE, Lehninger AL: Creatine kinase of rat heart mitochondria.
Coupling of creatine phosphorylation to electron transport. J Biol Chem
1973, 248:4803-4810.
44. Lapin EP, Maker HS, Lehrer GM: Changes during development of mouse
brain in the activities and subcellular distributions of creatine and
adenylate kinases. J Neurochem 1974, 23:465-459.
45. Thompson RJ, Kynoch PA, Sarjant J: Immunohistochemical localization of
creatine kinase-BB isoenzyme to astrocytes in human brain. Brain Res
1980, 201:423-426.
46. Yoshimine T, Morimoto K, Homburger HA, Yanagihara T:
Immunohistochemical localization of creatine kinase BB-isoenzyme in
human brain: comparison withtubulin and astroprotein. Brain Res 1983,
265:101-108.
47. Manos P, Edmond J: Immunofluorescent analysis of creatine kinase in
cultured astrocytes by conventional and confocal microscopy: a nuclear
localization. J Comp Neurol 1992, 326:273-282.
48. Friedman DL, Roberts R: Compartmentation of brain-type creatine kinase
and ubiquitous mitochondrial creatine kinase in neurons: evidence for a
creatine phosphate energy shuttle in adult rat brain. J Comp Neurol 1994,
343:500-511.
49. Mak CS, Waldvogel HJ, Dodd JR, Gilbert RT, Lowe MT, Birch NP, Faull RL,
Christie DL: Immunohistochemical localisation of the creatine transporter
in the rat brain. Neuroscience 2009, 163:571-585.
50. Kim DS, Kim JE, Kwak SE, Choi KC, Kim DW, Kwon OS, Choi SY, Kang TC:
Spatiotemporal characteristics of astroglial death in the rat hippocampo-
entorhinal complex following pilocarpine-induced status epilepticus. J
Comp Neurol 2008, 511:581-598.
51. Celio MR: Calbindin D-28k and parvalbumin in the rat nervous system.
Neuroscience 1990, 35:375-475.
52. Jacobowitz DM, Winsky L: Immunocytochemical localization of calretinin
in the forebrain of the rat. J Comp Neurol 1991, 304:198-218.
53. Baimbridge KG: Calcium-binding proteins in the dentate gyrus. Epilepsy
Res Suppl 1992, 7:211-220.
54. Andressen C, Blümcke I, Celio MR: Calcium-binding proteins: selective
markers of nerve cells. Cell Tissue Res 1993, 271:181-208.
55. del Río MR, DeFelipe J: A light and electron microscopic study of
calbindin D-28k immunoreactive double bouquet cells in the human
temporal cortex. Brain Res 1995, 690:133-140.
56. Fonseca M, Soriano E: Calretinin-immunoreactive neurons in the normal
human temporal cortex and in Alzheimer’s disease. Brain Res 1995,
691:83-91.
57. McKenna MC, Sonnewald U, Huang X, Stevenson J, Zielke HR: Exogenous
glutamate concentration regulates the metabolic fate of glutamate in
astrocytes. J Neurochem 1996, 66:386-393.
58. Sonnewald U, Westergaard N, Schousboe A, Svendsen JS, Unsgård G,
Petersen SB: Direct demonstration by [13C]NMR spectroscopy that
glutamine from astrocytes is a precursor for GABA synthesis in neurons.
Neurochem Int 1993, 22:19-29.
59. Westergaard N, Sonnewald U, Schousboe A: Metabolic trafficking between
neurons and astrocytes: the glutamate/glutamine cycle revisited.
Neurosci 1995, 17:203-11.
60. Tian GF, Azmi H, Takano T, Xu Q, Peng W, Lin J, Oberheim N, Lou N,
Wang X, Zielke HR, Kang J, Nedergaard M: An astrocytic basis of epilepsy.
Nat Med 2005, 11:973-981.
61. Vielhaber S, Von Oertzen JH, Kudin AF, Schoenfeld A, Menzel C, Biersack HJ,
Kral T, Elger CE, Kunz WS: Correlation of hippocampal glucose oxidation
capacity and interictal FDG-PET in temporal lobe epilepsy. Epilepsia 2003,
44:193-199.
62. Braissant O, Henry H, Loup M, Eilers B, Bachmann C: Endogenous synthesis
and transport of creatine in the rat brain: an in situ hybridization study.
Brain Res Mol Brain Res 2001, 86:193-201.
63. Braissant O, Bachmann C, Henry H: Expression and function of AGAT,
GAMT and CT1 in the mammalian brain. Subcell Biochem 2007, 46:67-81.
64. Braissant O, Henry H: AGAT, GAMT and SLC6A8 distribution in the central
nervous system, in relation to creatine deficiency syndromes. J Inherit
Metab Dis 2008.
65. Acosta ML, Kalloniatis M, Christie DL: Creatine transporter localization in
developing and adult retina: importance of creatine to retinal function.
Am J Physiol Cell Physiol 2005, 289:C1015-1023.
66. Braissant O, Cagnon L, Monnet-Tschudi F, Speer O, Wallimann T,
Honegger P, Henry H: Ammonium alters creatine transport and synthesis
in a 3D culture of developing brain cells, resulting in secondary cerebral
creatine deficiency. Eur J Neurosci 2008, 27:1673-1685.
doi:10.1186/1471-2202-11-141
Cite this article as: Kim et al.: Effects of creatine and b-
guanidinopropionic acid and alterations in creatine transporter and
creatine kinases expression in acute seizure and chronic epilepsy
models. BMC Neuroscience 2010 11:141.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 
• Convenient online submission
• Thorough peer review
• No space constraints or color ﬁgure charges
• Immediate publication on acceptance
• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar
• Research which is freely available for redistribution
Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit
Kim et al. BMC Neuroscience 2010, 11:141
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2202/11/141
Page 12 of 12